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COVPANY PLEADS GUILTY I N FEDERAL COURT TO | LLEGAL
ASBESTOS REMOVAL FROM THREE MANHATTAN BUI LDI NGS

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the

Sout hern District of New York, announced that NATI ONAL ABATEMENT
CORPORATI QN, a Del aware corporation that was fornmerly in the
busi ness of renovi ng asbestos from buil di ngs throughout New York
City, pled guilty and was sentenced yesterday in Manhattan
federal court in connection with its illegal renoval of asbestos
fromthree buildings in Manhattan between January 1998 and
January 2001. The buildings at which the illegal asbestos
renoval s took place are |ocated at 280 Park Avenue, 219 East 42
Street, and 111 East 48'" Street, in Manhattan

According to the Information, NATI ONAL ABATEMENT
CORPORATI ON caused asbestos, a hazardous air pollutant, to be
removed fromwork-sites within the three buildings in violation
of work practice standards issued by the Environnmental Protection
Agency (“EPA’). These work practice standards apply to building

renovations involving at | east 160 square feet of asbestos-
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containing material, or 260 linear feet of asbestos on pipes, and
require conpliance with well-defined directives for handling
asbestos in order to protect its handlers and the public.

In its guilty plea, NATI ONAL ABATEMENT CORPORATI ON
admtted that in January 1998, at 280 Park Avenue and 219 East
42" Street in Manhattan, and in January 2001, at 111 East 48"

Street, in Manhattan, NATI ONAL ABATEMENT CORPORATI ON caused
asbestos material to be stripped wthout adequately wetting it,
failed to carefully | ower asbestos material to the floor without
droppi ng or otherw se damaging it, and did not keep asbestos
material that had been renoved wet until it was collected and
cont ai ned.

United States District Judge JOHN E. SPRI ZZO accept ed
the corporation’s guilty plea, and inposed a $75,000 fine and a
$1, 200 special assessnent. In addition, pursuant to the terns of
t he pl ea agreenment under which the corporation pled guilty,
NATI ONAL ABATEMENT CORPORATION is barred fromthe denolition and
asbest os renoval businesses for a period of five years.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the FBI and the EPA' s
Crimnal Investigations Division in the investigation of this
case. He also praised the New York City Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection’s Asbestos Control Programfor its work
in connection with the illegal asbestos renovals.

Assistant United States Attorney ERIKA K THOVAS is in
charge of the prosecution.
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